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OPERATIONS OF . GCANNON COMPANY, 32ND INFANTRY HEGIMENT,
(7th INFANTRY DIVISION), ON LEYTE, P.I. 20-25 Octobay 1944
(LEYTE CAMPATCN)
(Personel Experience of a Cannon Compeny Commander)

Cannon Company, 3nd Infantry Regiment (7th Infantry Division) ssiled
 from Vearl fi&rb&r, TaHe on 15 Sspbember 1944, combat leaded on four Navy
ships boudd for the Japanese hslé. Island of Yap, in the Central Pacific.
(1) The men and thelr equipment, including the M-8 selfipropelled
mounts, were loadsd as follows: lst Platoon, 1 officer and 26 men with

BLT 32«1 on APA #6 (HMeywood), 20d Platoon, L of fiser and 28 men with
BLT 322 on APA #92 (Alpine), 3d Plstoon, snd helf of cwy headquarters,
2 officers and 42 men on APA #,7 (Lamar), and the razginder of company
headquarters, 1 ‘aifim and 15 men on APA #175 (Sterlight). It should be

noted that the sonpany compandsy and 34 men Zrem canpeny headquarters wers
on the same ship asz the é&_?latom and that the company exsouvtive of figer
and the rest of company headquarters personnel were shosard APA A75. (2)
Alse please note that en this date Adwirel Nimitz recommended to';ﬂgher-;

' upa“t;hat; t;he Yap Operation be cancelled and bhe 24h Corps be placed at -
Géneral MacArtharts disposal.for tha Leybe attack, {3) N

The convoy atsamed inte the snchorage at Eniwstok on 25 September and
got under way for the Admiraity Islamds on %8 September, arriving thers on
3 Ootebar,  {(4)

The divigion and BOT fleld orders for the Leyte Operation wers pub-

- Aished and dlstributed to subordinste units while in the Admwiralty Is~
land. ataging ares, {5} 'There mré"m changes in plana. that materially
sf2octed Cannen Company sven though the company had been loaded for a land-
ing on Yap whj.ch: had conedderable less lend mass than did leyte, {6)

i (589. M&j} As )

(1) Personal knewledge; (2) £-10, Annex b, pp. 1=2; (3) A~6, pp 90-91;
(hs 5} &"'a»? e R4 (6} Personal knowledge).
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ELARS
Plans had been under way for the invasion of Leyte since June 1944

when GHQ, SWPA_bet 20 December 1944 as the target date for landings by
6th Army. Because the target date had been stepped up to 20 October, |

é6th Amy could not use the Lith Corps as some of its elements were still
angagéd 1n the éoubhwest Paci.fic and would not be able to get ready in

~ time. The substitution of the 24th Corps frem the Central Pacific, made
up of the 7th a.:n'd 96th Divisions, for the Lth Corps, permitted 6th pymy
to go shead with its plans for 20 October 194k as "A" Day without puliing

out troops already engaged. E4))
g \gg ¥ >

The éth Army planned to secure the entrance to Leyte Gulf prior te
"At Day b;f seimre and ocoupancy _of Dinagat, Hemenhon, and Suluan Islands
and then on "A" Day land on Leyte in the vicinity of Palo with the 10th
Corps and neax I_nlag-_- with the 24th Cm‘.ps. This same day elements of the
10th Corps would land in the vieinity of Panaon Strait at the southemn tip
of Leyte to secure the entrance to Sogod Bay. (See Map B)  (8)

| Xﬁ\d CORPS PLAK

The 24th Corps planned to land in the Duleg-Libirnan area with the
Tth Division on the left and the '96th'I_)ivision on ﬁha right. The Tth
DMvision was to make the maln effort west on the road te Burauen, capture
the airfields, and then .t:'.irn north and oapture Dagaml. (See Map B) (9)

| I7IHD ON_PLAN
The 7th Diviéion planned to land in the vieinity of Dulag with two

regiments abreaé’t, ROT 32 on the right, RCT 184, on the left, between the
Calbasag and Daguitan (Merabang) Rivers, advance rapidly inland along the
gxis of t-hp Dulé_g-Buraum road, geize hoatile airdromes in its zone, se~
cure the Burapeﬁ-nagami road, and protect the Corpe left flank, RCT 17
was to be In reéerv.e afloat , Iprepared to begin debarkation on sixty-min-
utes notice anci land on any of the four beaches that were used by the

A7) A-2 PP. 17-193 (8) A2, pp. 20-21; (9) 4-9 p. 6.
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assauit BLTs. ,gfher J.ﬁnding, ROT 17 was 40 seize and aecurs the bridge
and crossing of the Talisay River mzplaying-m:te more Lhan one %ﬁ-‘ P
inforeced, pmtegt the division left flank, snd yeinforce HLT 184 with
sus platoon of éanpaw D; T67th Tank Batialion. {10)

| ROT 32 PLAY

The plan of RCT 32 was to land on WA" Day ab JIG hour on Violst
Besches with HLT 32-2 on the right (Beach Vielst 2), BLT 32-3 on the left
{Beach Vislet 1}, and advancs rspidly inland in its zone with the niain
effort on the laft,  (See Map O BLT 32-1 was to be embarked in
landing craft held ab the line of dgparture at JIG howr plus forty-five
minubes to land oza ROT order on Beaches Vielet 1.w 2¢ BIT 322 was to
maintain cén!:aaﬁ on the right with the 1aft olements of the 96th " Division
whils BT 32-2 Wi‘.li to maintain contact with RCT 184 on ita. left, ROT 32
slso planned to be prepared to suppert ROT 184 in the selwure of the aire
field west of Dulag. {11) |

Cannen sompany wag bo heve one platoon abtached Lo each BLT to: fiiraish
olose support. The cannon platoens atteched te the a.%sault BLIte would
land in the eleventh (1lth) wave snd the company headguerters would land
in a later wave with the ixeir» .R.c'ricmd post group. {12}

The lst Platoon, ﬁompaw D, 767th Tank Battelion, would rendezveus
- at the llne of departure with ROT 32 and land on order of the ROT cemmander
on Beaches Fielet 1 or 2, {13}

. Qempany A, 767th Tanic Battalion would lend two platoons in the fifth
wave on Viclet Beaches 1 and 2, each platoon mzialiy to suppord the ad-
vanss of an aseanli BLY. 'Eh'g renaining elements of the ?6?&: Tank Battalion |
wﬁlﬁ land on R{?? orders .(JA)

The lst Platoen, 9lst Chembeal Company would Land from inibial aszault
ambracs mdl enplace weapons spproximately two-&xmﬁ&d yards inlsed nesr the
* center of the HOT zone amd muppert the RCT from thab point, (153 (see uap C)
10} A~10, ppe 235 (1) 210, pe 23 (12) Pereonal knowledgey
53.3; A-10 pe 2 %14) 10, pe 2)3 (O5) A-10, ppa 23
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CANNON COMP PLAN

The initialfplm of Cannon Company was to have one cannon platoon
attached to each BLT, to furnish cloae support by direct flre whers pos-
sible otherwise ?)y indirect fire, The 24 and 3d Platoons would land in
wave cleven on Beaches Violet 2 and 1 in aupport. of BLT 32«2 and BLT 32-3
respectively. The lst Flatoon wonld rendezvous with BLT 32-1 afloat near
the line of depafture and land with HLT 32-1, Company headquarters per-
~ somnel were to land on call sometime after the 1lth wave with the RCT near
~ command post group. The two one quarter ton vehiclea and the t.wg’-two and
. one half ton ammanition trucks and the one and one half ton maintenance
truck would be landed by "A" plus one day-. (16} (See Map C)

On 13 odtobér the Cannon Caupany Commander held a conference, the
final one prior ﬁo the landing, vﬁ.th the company officers and the following
poinf-s were brought out: av)

1. That he plamed to land on the beach before the platoons came
ashorse,to make A:raoommiaamce.

24 Thét t-hé company executive officer, who would land later, was to
meet the company commarder at the RCT commend post as soon 8s he had arrived
- ashore, | . : |
3+ That all platoons would estsblish listening watch on the SCR 300
radio at JIG howr plus one mimte, |

© On L October the attack force got under wey for Leyte, Philippine
Islands. (18) {Ses Maps A and B),

| AW DAY, 20 OGTORER 194k |
At 0300, 20 Ootober 1944, the task group carrying Cannon Company,
32nd Infantry Reg!mm was steaning Nérthward through the Leyte Gulf. At
about 0430, even in one's sleep ha could hear the shipts bells sounding
| réve_illé; By 0600 the intercom system was screaming "Attention all troopst
| = = HAttention al.'l. troops" - - "Lay up to the deck®, the reason being for
safety, in case a Japanese torpedok should suddenly explode through the hull
of the ship, The voyage from the Admirelties had been without incident or
(16) Personal knowledge; (17) Personal knowledge; (18) A=l, pe 3o
7
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extitement until then,  (19)

It was & bright frosh morning with soattered cumls clouds overhesd
which harbored aﬁmbiﬁng mors than just raindrops. Upon close seruting of
those émds, ensmy planes could be sesn darting in and out, shased by
agkwaok ai’ the Amsrican Navy, It seemsd thht every ship opened wp with all
it had and several of those birds from the Land of .tm Rising Sun plunged
smoking into the briny deep, Off to the left front was Leyte, green and
beaukiful bub sickening; ito the right was Samar, ané to the rear lay the
islands of Homonhon, Dinagat and Mxim_whiﬁh were already in Amsvican
hands,  (20)  (See M=p B) |

THE FAMY STTUATION

In rear of, and on beaches Violet 1 and 2, awaiting sur arriwsl in
apider-—hol;as, plll boxes, tremches, bunkérs, &nd cocormt Hrees, were the
Little yellow men of the 3d Battalion, '20{@& Infantyy Reglment, 16th Jap-
aness Division on the left, near Imlag, supporiad by the 4th md 5th Pate
teries of the 22nd Fleld Artillery Reglment. The Anti-Tank and Reglmental

- Gun Compeniss ware in posit:}.on.to furnish suppert for the 3d pattelion, 20th

Infanbyy Regiment, end aleo the 2d Battalion, 20th Infantyy Regiment on 1ts
righﬁ, near Rizal Just South of Dulag. The 3d Batialion, 334 Infaniyy Re-
giment had moved irto position alomg the beach on the left of the 3 Battale
ion, 20th Infartyy 83@533111;» ‘Just-before XA DAy, . .

Regimental headquerters of the 20th Infantry Reglment hid been established
in talag Just priof to YA" Day, and all units in the zone of asction had
orders to "annihilate the enemy al the bwéhes". The 7th Independent Tank
Company, located ab eri; was squipped with obSo}.ata ‘l:.anim sone of which were

- operational., The Llith Adrfield Comstruction Unit was loosted bstween

Bursuen and Dagamd (&) (See Maps B and C)
Please note that the Japanese 16th Infantry Division (35th Awmmy) had

taken part in the enemy campaign on uson in 1942 and had conduwoted the ine
famous death marsh after the imericans survendered on Batéag) . (22}

(19; Parsoral knowledge; (20) Personal knowledgs; (21} A1, ps 33
{22 5."'6_: e ?ﬁ}ﬁ :



SIIG" hour had been set for 1000 and at 1003, shortly after the
torplfic navel barragse sgainst the enemy positions on ths heach haé 1iftad,
" the first wave {’??6%21 imphibious Tark Battalien}) hif the beaches, jssault
infantyy landed in waves of two through four from amtyacs, and twe platoons
of Compary A, 767th Tank Battalion landed from LOMs in the firth waves
Waves six through nins comisted of infantry, commard personnsl of HLT
and ROT haadquarters, and Company B, 13th Englneer Battalion,  (23)

- The Commanding Offlcer of Cannon Company, 32d Infantry Regiment landed with
the RGT forward commnd post grotp in wave nine on Beach violet 1, in the
seotor of BIT R-3 ab spproximstely 1030, (24} {ses Map C)

(For the purpose of clarity the operstions of each plataon'-will be

disoussed separately.) (Ses Map ¢)

OPERATIONS OF THE THIRD PLATOON

When the company commander landed at approximately 1030 he found that
Beach Vielet 1 wes suitable for landing the M-8's of the 3d Platoon, and
go notifiad the plabém leader who was in an LCM with one of the gan gections,
The company comﬁdar then proceeded to the North to inspect Besch vViolst 2
as regarded landing possibilities., He had found no mines or other obstacles
on Beach Vielet 1.  (25)

At &ppraxim%;y 1045 the 34 Platoon landed from IC0Ms on the right pore
tion of Besch Vielet 1, experiencisd no dlfficulties amd moved inbact into
an assenbly area in the cocomut palma some ALty bo seventy-five yards in
fx*.m the wateris edge, {26)

By the tiss the 3d Platoon had landed, the assault troops of BLT Rw3
had advsnced some two mndred hards inlend from the beach and wers being

“held up by well camouflsged and concealed enemy, firing machine guns and
xﬁi&s from positions acrose the open ground to m: front. A few rounds

of mortar ?ive fell behind bhe camnon platoon and exploded harmiesaly on

azi the beach. At ‘about this seme time the platoon received soms poorly aimed
aniper fire from §ts right in the divestion of BLT 32-2. The platocn killed

-iz:;) 4<10, Appendlx ¢ to Amnex 10, ppe 195 (24) Persoral inowledges
25, 26} persomal knowledge. : ‘
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two Japaness in spider holes near the M8's. The M-8's were then moved forw
ward into firing positions near the front lines to try fo knook out some

of thdae eneﬁy machine guns which were in pill boxes excellently concealed,
about five hundred yards to the direct frenb. By about 1700 the plstoon
had destroyed several enemy machine guns and BT 32-3 had advanced abbut
five hundred yards by 1400. {27}

Upon exemination of some of the enemy fortifications it was found
thet they had been constructed long before cur arrival and that the grass
had grow up around and over then thus giving sxcellent cmm% Thie
enonyts use of smokeless powder made his wespons even more difficult te
looste, (28..)

At approximately 1650 the assault units had started digging in for
tha night after a pain of mpri%umtely nine hundred ymrds él!w for the
day, By about 1730 this cannon platoon, from positions about six hundred
yards in resr of the front lines, had registered ite night barrsge in front
of the z*igir!; company of BLT 32-3. Ifa {ire was coordinated with the fires
of the 776th Amphibious Tank Battalion which was under the control of
Artillery forward observers, ( The 49th Field Artillery Battalion which
wos the one that worked with B0 32 was not ashore and registered in by
this time)  (29)
| it aé;wm:m;teiy 2030 & awall Yool eneny az’w&: was in progress in
front of ths right caupany of ELT 32-3 and bhe left company of BLT 32-2.
it this tims thé-platom of Mw8'a fired nomal barrage in conjunction
with other sipporting fires and the attack was ‘awp;wi. This Japuness
attack was not preceded by an artillery or mortar preparétﬁm» AL roe
mained quiet zmti}. around 0530 the next morning when anatﬁer attack by
about three hundred enamy was under ‘way, The 3d Platoon again fired a
n&rmal. barrage and tﬁmgs wore quieted down by 0615, (30)

The 24 Platoon landed on Beach Vicleb 2 behind BLT 32-2 &t approxine
ately the seme time the 3d Platoon landed behind BLT 32-3, The company

(27} A1, p. 4 and Personsl knowdedge; (28, 29, 30) Personsl. knowledge.
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commander had arrived at the 2d Plstoon landing beach In time to meet
the platoon coming in and guide 1% into the c¢oconmub palme inland frm.
the heach about;.mze hundred yards, Thers waz more mortar firve coming
down on this besch then on Violst 1. The agsault companies of BLT 32-2
were inland around two hundred yards having the seme difficulties as
BLT 32«3 on the 1afi, when the cannons of the 2d Platoon landed, There
wasn't as much apeh ground in this aves; the eneny was being engaged more
oloss at hand, By 1100 the platoen M-8's were up with the front lines on
the right engagsd in helping knock out pill boxes sl ranges of fifty bo
asventy-five mﬁs. No snii~bank firecwas veceived but thare was mmh. ko
shine gun fire from the enemy pill boxes, &lso quite & lot of sniper and
morbar fire. ’zfiia enemy hers was no more sasy to locate than he was over |
Iront of BLT 3@%3, however, the cbserver could, by cmwling. on his atome
ach, get closer .ta thw eneny positions tiwe mere readily determinsg frem
where thé fire was coming, Tt muist be remembered that these snemy forbi-
| flcatlons were z#utually @pportizg, wore smong woconut palms, and thsat
the slite of the pill boxes wers very small and just sluwe ground level,
Enemy sniper f;&ée wag active and quite acouwrate, The conpany commander,
&b about 1130 was adjusting firve on one of those plll boxes from position
:ih front of the front lines at a range of about fifty yards when he was
hit by a sniperts bullet, As he was atbempting to crawl back to cover
‘behind & tree oot he recelved s sscond and fabal bullet from the mackine
gun in the pill ;hoxg “rhe erew in the %8 spotted :ti:w gzm and susceeded
in destroying it and three Japa, Ths cannon platoon and the tanks dese

troyed quite & few mors enany positions during the morning and afternoon,
and by 1630 BLT 322 had pushed inland betwsen elght Hundred &nd a thousand
yards from the beach and weredigging in for the night, (1)

There wax_'el-;m good gun positions for night firing in the rlght

aectoﬁ of the BLT area, Therse was soms open ground in rear of the left

sompany extending towarde BLT 323 on the left and about gix hundred yards
{3} A-l, ps 5 und Personsl }mawleﬂga.
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to thg rear of the front lines. It was necessary to sdlect a positien
whiich did not cause the fire to be masksd, The 2d Platioen was moved from
the pill box é.res. gbout 1630 to the area just mentioned which was almost
in the middle of the ROT zone and was separated from the 3d Platoon la-
terally by about one hundred yards, Actually, in between the twe plate -
oons there was a; szall grove of banans and coconub trees which narvowed
- a8 It extended toward the fyont lines, There wers in ths ares also, 2
nunber of the amphiblous tank babtalion tanks (mounting 75-mn pack Howe
itzers) of the 776th Amphitdous Tank Battalion which were doing some fire
inge: At about 1700 when the cannon platoon was registering in front of
the lefht company of BLT 322 a round hit the top of & lone W’zﬁ» tree
nesr the right £lank company of BLT 32-3, It was never dstermined wéwt};ar
the carmon platoon was guilty o whether the mphibima tanks were, This
unhappy lncident resulted in the wourding of fowr men of BLT 32-3.°
(x) |

At the bime of the small Jap stback against owr linss sbout 20%
the 2d Platomn also fired nommal barrage. Agaln about 05% the next
morning the Japs made the supreme test of the front lines of ROT 32 just
shout where thsé had tried esrlier, almost where the flanks of BLT 32-3
and.B_L’i‘ 32-2 joined, We were warned in advance that this was coming for
the Jape were pxeced@. hy cayabao, pigs and other animals rurning helter
ai%ltér tm‘ougii the 'dar%fness. This attsck was repulsed with about fifty
percent loss to the enemy by owr 'ar%eiilery, mortar, cannun, snd other
RCT weapons which blasted them to shreds. ALL three cannen platoons fired
normal barrage on this occaaion, {33)

- 48 you raigmber from esxlier discussion y HLT 32-1, which included
the 1st Platoon, Uammon Company, was held in ROT reserve at the line of
departurs sfloat at MJIGH howr plus forty five minutes. All clements of
this BLT were sshore by appraximately 1600, having landed on Beach Violet 2,

(32, 33) Personal knowledge,



and by sbaut 3.??3& were going inte a night defensive pcait;izsﬁ in resr of
ELT 32-2. This piatoon was placed in :'aighi: Piring pesition é&mgaide
of 'bﬁe 24 Platoon thus forming a four gun batisry for the support of
BLT 32-2 for the night., Thers would have been 1o point in putting the
platoon in snpﬁart of BIT 32«1 far the night 28 there were no good fir-
i paaiﬁ;ona in the area, The lst Plaboon fired the same missions as
the 2d Platoona (34) |

The company execubive officer and fifteem men of company headquarters
landed fron I.G?Pa on the left edge of Beach Viclet 2 at approximately |
1130, The Japs were still lobbing a few mortar aixal&.s*.sﬁn the bessh, 48
this group csme aého,re the ROT 8«3 snd the nmunitlcons warrent officer were
. bedng oarried to the besch on litters, The company headqusrters group
- moved Yo the RCT cammand post whieh was losated about one hundred yards
inland in the cenber of the RCT zone. The men of company headquarters
gpent mest of the day in the area amd at about 1650 went iﬁi‘a{:;li@‘h do~
fensive poaiti@ on the Northwest perimetor of the ROT c.;mnmami post which
wan almost between cur cannon pleatoons and a 1itiles forward, {35)

| The aompané executive officer was unable to find the company come
mander, When He learred that he Ind been killed he so informed the ROT
sommander who m&azsly appeinted him in comuand of Cannon Company.
No changs was sffected aa regarded the platoon leaders for the company
was then one officer short. The platoon leader of the 3d Platoon was
notified by the new cumpany commander trhat' he would be executlive of flcer
but that he would contimue to lead the 3d Flaboon. (36)

The twe campany s-ton trucke and trallers arrived ashors somstime
prior to darkness and wero ussd fo bring smmnition froam the beach Lo
the H-8's as the 2h-ton amunition trucks with drivers had not yst bees
landed. The conpany li-ton meintenanse truck and one mechanic had not
arrived either, The company switehboard which had been on one of the

(%) 4-l, psge 5, and Personal knowledge; {35, 36) Persoval knowledge.
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j-ton trucks had sonehow been fislaid so campany hesdquarters was tied
in with the platoons by SCR 300 radlo and gound power phones, ({37}

| ~ ENEMY OPERATIONS ON MA" DAY
" fhe 3d Battalion, 33d Infentry Regiment which had been facing BLT 32-2

and BLT 32-3 vithdrew inland gradually, fighting s very determined delsy-
ing sction by tmaclouely fighting from pill boxes and trenches, This
move on the part of the 34 Battallon, 334 Infantry Reginent wes ﬂainﬁidsnt!
with the withdrawal of the 3d Battaiﬁ.m, 20th Infantry Regiment aleng the

| Dulag-Burauen Road, {3} (Ses ¥ap 0)

"4¢ PLUS ORE DAY, 21 OCTORER 1944
The attack jumped off at 0800 with BLT 32-3 on the left, BLT 32-2
on the right and ELT 32.1 in regimentsl reserve, {33)  The 3d Platoem,

Cennon Company was in support of BLT -3, the. 2 Flatoon supported ELT 32-2
and the lst Platoon supported BLT 32w1, (40} . ’

The 2d Flatoen remained in the night firlng position until well afbex
the atteck had commenced, BLT 32-2 msde good progress egainst moderate
resistance but ran into some swampy land and aress of high thick cogon
grase and brush which was sbout two hundred yards to the front of its
night position, ‘2352.8 aras wae byfmgzasaeti to the right by HT \32-2 and
to the left by QB&T‘ 32~3 thus creating & small gap between them, The 24
' Platoon Camon Gompany, when 1t &apl&‘#ada moved woll to the right to
try to follow ssmevhat in rear of the assault companies but g - unatle
Lo move Lhrough the swamps, (41) By 1800 ;}%@: hed advanced
| some. 2900 yards where it dug in for the night. | {42) (Purther opera-
tions of the 2d Platocn on this date wlll be described along with thease

of the lst Platoon,) |

{3‘7} Personel kmowledge; (38) A~l, po s  (39) A-l, pe 5;
A0; il) Personal knowledge. (42} Awl, po 5.



‘ CPERATIONS OF THE THIRD PLATOCN _
The 3d Flatoon followed the sssault elements of HLT 323 engaging

but few bargets during the moyning. The ¥-813 Rept Lo the 1lsft of the
area which was by-passed by the asesult troops. The plstoon leader
thought there was some activity in that area but was unsble to actualiy

. locate anybhing,  (43) By 1800 BLT 32-3 had advanced spproximately
2900 yards where it dug in for the night. (ih) The platoon regism
tersd nomal b&?raga in fromt of the left company Lrom its night firing
position in the vieinity of the BLT command poste {fh&re was no acbivity
during the night.  (45) |

CPERATIONS. OF THE 1ST.PLATOON
About tworplatoons of Japs slong with & 75-m fisld plece and & 4f7-mm
antdwtank gun hed been left in bhe gap between the two ngseult BLIVS durw
ing bhe novement forward in the eariier parb of the &aw,\ The enomy had
not fived on the BLT!'s which bypassed th&n; BT 32-1 was given the
misgion of cleaning oub this mess and called on the lst Platoon, Cannon
Ganpauy to follow the ri:{‘le troops clossly, prepared to give ﬁham sapport
- by divect fire, Thers was s platoon of banks of Company A, 767th Tank
Battalion avai&éb}.e also, which followsd to the rear of the 'M-81s, je
the two cannen company ﬁ»&*&ézﬁ%ﬁ forward past the vight side of the
pocket containing the well cmeesled and dug in Japs, an eneay 75-am
£ield plece fired from 8 coversd emplacement in the grass at a range of
about one ndred feat, hitting the left side of the turret of the reasx
U8B, This round did no damage other than shook the crews, The men in
the vehiiols wers unsble to determine from whers the round had come,
Refore they had located the gun it fired another round whish penebrated
the gas tank setbting the M-8 on fire, A tank to the. vight rear of the

-8 located the gun when it fired the second time and immediately opened

: 'fii‘a on it destroying the gun and crews By the time the Jap pun was desw
troyed, the flamss wers esting up the cannon platoon wespon and the fire

{43) Personal knawledga; (&h) A-1, p. 53 (1;5}_ Pereonsl knowlsdge,
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e‘xt&ngtﬁ..ahsr failed to pub out the fire, The SCR 300 radio was the only
pisce of squimment saved snd fannon Jompany was fo ga through prackically
the rest of the war with only five W-8's,  (46)

Neither the Z2d nor the let Platoons could follow the BLT's they were
supporting ae there were Loo many unfordable stresms and swamps in the
ares. The map was (uite insceurate as 14 showed the area to be trave
- ersible, To cops with the eiimat&azi & three gun batbtery was fomed with
the two 2d Platoon guns and the remsining one of the lat Platoon, andwas
pat in support of BLT 32-2 which was the right assawlt element of the RO,
after HLT 32-1 vlemned out é-.he pocket and continued forward in rear of the
leading BLT's. Tha advance of BLT 32-2 was rapld, the Provisionel Cannon
| Gompaﬁy Flatoon received no fire missions, and by 1800 this HJI’ was ahoub
on & line with BLT 323 on the left, At about 1630 the cmnnona wers moved
to the left flank of the ROT and down the Dulag - Buraven road inte a
night firing position near the new ROT commend post which had.‘ baet disw
placed forward during the late afternocn. éamon fires that night wers
a'lit-.oﬁﬁgd_ to BLT 32;»3, the 3d Platoon firing from the vieinity of the som-
mend post of ELT 323, and the remaining platoen from the vicinity of the
??3‘3? sommand pm‘ha The 3d Flatoon forward cbserver registered the guns
for the provisiorsl platoon. No firing was dons by the compeny during
the night. N . ,

The two cannon company 23-ton  ammunition. brucks: end the
1i-ton mintensnce truck had caught up with the conbined first and 2d
Plstoons in the vicinity of whers the M-8 had been destroyed during the
afternoon, Th@' oame fgmrd to the new gun position zlong with the
M-81g, Company hgadq‘uartars agaln furnished pért of the all arcund de~
fense for the ROT command post,  Therse were no unusuel incidents during
the night, {48) (For A plus one Day operations see Map ¢)

A% PLUS THO DAY, 22 OCTORER 104k
AOT 32 conbinned the sttack ab 0800 with ELT 32-2 on the right and
HLT 32-3 on the left.  (49) R
(46, 47, 48, 49) Pexsonsl knowlsdge. )




' Cannon Gompany sapported the attack of ELT 32-3 from the night
firing positions initislly but in bhe brush aveas ahsed the SCR falled
to function properly at long renges and it was necessary to zsaiee. several
displacementa, f'i*m terrain dictated that the ¥-81s travel on the Pulag-
aurau;aa road most of the time a® to the swamps and heavy b_msh in the
m? A0NG, (5&) The compeny received no missions other than for
reglstratiom mﬁ by 1800 the BLT had advanced spproximatsely 2800 yards,
{51} gammon firea that night were registered in by the fisld ar-

- tillery Ilaison officer with BLT 32~3 in order to ile them in with the
Fie.'l.(i Mbiilér;ﬁ' barrage, This was done by telsphous from BLT to ROT to
Cannon :fire dl.rection centar, _‘(52} {See Map C)

ENEMY STTUATION
During this perlod, the 2d Babttalion, 20th Japaness Infantry Reglment,

- which hafl held heach defenses on WA* day near Rizal, withdrew to Le Pax
" and then moved to Burauen to joln up with the remaining elements of the 20tk
Infmtry Regimsn’b. (53)

The attsck was continusd at 0830 with Cannon Company in support of
* 7 BT 324 . (5) There was little or no oppositién; the ELT advanced
% las fast as the terrein permitted and by 1800 had gone into night defense
M \ ?; éon the Tast end of Sen Pablo AL airfield. Again Cannon Gompsny d:i.aplacéd. .
<y ¢ ‘dom the Dulag-Burauen road-and set wp in night firing position mear the
{;g - RCT command post just off the road and about two thousand yards in rear of

5 | the BLT. By 1830 Cannon Company nlght fires wsre registersed in front of
SIS BLY 32~1« No firing was dons during the night, {58}

Ploase nobe thabt RCT 17 spearhsaded the sttmck on a four Mmdred yard

frant, preceded by tanka, down the Dulag-Burauen read and by 1700 the tanks

haea resched the Wost side of Bureuen, {56)

B A T
3 R
- .
I ET— LR

§€3; Personal imw&e 3 {51} &-3. s B+ 63 (52) Persoml knowledge;
53} A-ls pe BYy (58) A1, 6 and Personsl knowledge;
55) Personal knowledge; 6§ &1, pe 6.
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The abtack jumped off at 0820 with Cennon Company in support of

| BLT 92-1 on the laft from positleons scoupled the night befors, (57)
By 1200 the HLT 32-1 had advanced beyord the Wost end of San Pablo AL
air.field,' Ab ap:;:z'mimatély 1130 the 2d Platoon, Cannon Company, dsplaced
forward ta a new pasizﬁ.o;: on the South edge of the alrfield sboutb twe
hundred yards BEgabt from the West sand, By 1300 all five guns were in
battery and reglstered in fromt of the BLT, (58) |

The pl&woﬁ lsadar of the lst Platoon was appointed in commend of the
34 Platoon, the former 3d Platoon leader operated as company executive
officer, and the 24 F.Zstqan Jeader kept command of the lst and 2 Plstoons
which had been sombined and designated the 2d Platoons  (59) |

Registration had been completed prior to 1300 in front of A Company
whioh wag on the right of BLT 32-1. (@}

The Ayea batween the West end of bhe airfield and BLT 3Rl was very
brshy snd wes cub by & small styesm. The airfisld was on grourd slightly
higher than the swrrounding berrain and the gmﬁnd that BLT 32~-1 wae move
ing onto was about the seme elevation as the alrfield, A amal}.‘ trail con~
nected the airfield with the BLT 32-1 aren and the credc was spanned by 8

poorly c?;omtmc;twa wooden lridge. The creek actually ren through a asteep
sided gully, Béyanﬂ the cresk bthe trell was sc-zzérrow that aven a Jesep
cou:izi not é;ravel without some spads work. {61) |

BLT 32-1 cmﬁinued the advance slowly due to dIfisulb termin and by
1400 begen hitting light resistance in front of both A and ¢ Companies. &Y
about 1500 this resistsnce had developed into a good hot fire fight. The
Japs were dug in in trenshes and pill boxes with overhead covere These wers
new positione dug in the last few hours. The arsa was very brushy and davk,
(62) |

These Jap oositions were mamned by two compsnias of the 24 Battalion,

~ 20th Infantry, elements of the 3d Battalion, 33d Infantyy, Llith Airfield
Construction Unit, 54bh Alrfield Construction Unit, and the 16th Jap Division

- {57) A=k, ps 6 .and Personal. knowledge; (58, 59, 80, 61) Personsl knowledges
(62) a-l, p. 7 and Parsoral knowlsdge.

18



Engineefs, in all, some one thousand in strengthe. Thj.s was & last ditch
fight as far as the Japs were concerned, (63)

' The fighting was so close iqj,;"and observation so poor that effective
cannon fire could not be brought down on the Japs. The company did fire
aren térget.s in the trees about one hundred and fifty yards in front of
A'Gonpany. The yaps actually counterattacked both assault companies and by
about 1600 these two -companies were forced to withdraw back to within four
hundred yards of the creek for good night positions, Each oi‘lthe two com=
panies lost apprducimtely 25 ﬁo 26 men killed and were unable to get many
of them out. By'apjroudmately 1830 the BLT was digglng in for the nighﬁ_

" on the high ground on the far side of the creek from thé sirfield, Cannon
Company registered in front of.Bl’...T R=-1 with flrst priority and in front of
BLT 32-3 with second priority. The Japs gave the BLT!'s no trouble during
thé night, and Camon Company did no close in firing, largely because o.f'
the fact that there were stlll posslbly some live Americans yet beyond the
front 1ines. (64) | |

~ On this same day RCT 17 had pushed through Burauen and had established
a night pefimet-er between there and Guinarona. (65)

o

WAl PLUS FIVE DAYS, 25 OCTOBER 194k

At 0800 the attack jumped off with BLT 32-2 on the left and BLT 32-3
on the right,  (66) Cannon Company supported BLT 32-2 by indirect
fj.re_from poaitioné on the edge of the airfield, As the attacic atarted, the
Japs were Idoing some heéwy snlping from coconut trees, Canron Company covered
the HLT front with time fire at tree top level well ahead of the assault troops.
Some two hundred rounds were expendad in the operation by the time the BLT
had advanced five hundred yards. There wag nb mbre snifaer trouble but this
BLT ran into the same hornets nest that BLT 32-1 hit the day before. Had
we been able to put the M-8's or the tanks in the fortified area immediately, |
our troops could possibly have tsken Buri airstrip that day. As it was,
the bridge to the'right of San Pablo #l airfield could not be used by t.rahk

2632 A-1, pe 73  (64) Personal knowledge; (65) A-l, p. 6);
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laying vehicles and they seemingly cduld not go through the creek, To

the Weat eé'-the .airz‘isl.d were many rice padéiez and these wers impassabls,
‘During the afterncon at about 1500, after BLT 32-2 had gelned only about
five hundred yards from their jump &£f polnt, the tankers found a spot of
5ami-¢‘3.r§a gromd over which tanks could pass. By 1700, with tank support
our troops had advanced some eight hundred yards for the day., Cannon
Company supported this atback from origiml indirect five positions of the
day before, expending some 1200 fmda during the afternoon. {(67)

AL a?pmximielylﬁf){), (annon Company registered ibs night barrags in
front of HLT Mv_ which was located Just shert of the Basb endiof muri air-
field, The main &efensa ¢of the lpet ditch stami. ¢l the Japaness In t.he Bal
&fea had bew broksn. Cannon Company, 32nd Infantry Reglmesnt (7th Infantry
Division) fimd !w.raasing fires on the end of the Burd airfield that night,
That was the 1&82} firing or figizbing dene by that unit on the Eaét Comst of
leyte, P. I, {48)

ANALTSIS AND CRITICISM
T?w sombst z.oading of the company azzd its equipment on four éifferent
ships was sound :Ln principle, as that met;?wd kapt all the ezgs from baing
put In one ’*aaaket,__, It also pamﬁ%eﬁ flexikility in ths svent a BL'z'{shanlid
heve happened t::;}ha& been glven a separats miasion. This loading plan also

‘).
k;ﬁ_\li’ ’ g . - r

ot ;| gave the cannon platoon members a chmi%é to better know bhe psople'bthab:they v 0

\, 1 worked with and vice versa, The company comnmander of cowrse, had lost control
of hisg company \as & unlt, |
N s ‘fha tanis having landed in 'wave Zive . - permitted the landing of the
\“? cammons in & later wave, There mul& have been too many vehicles in a am}.l
o ? arsa had t.%za cannon platoons lam%ﬁ much earlisr than thsy é.i(i.‘v’ﬁlsa t?ii.a '
R * made for flmc‘.i.bi},ity as they could have been landed wizez*wer the R{}t{* amnder
desired after hs _knew whare. %é;ey were nseded most, They did not land auﬁmt-

leslly as dld the units in leading waves but wers on call,

(67, &8) Feramal knowledge.
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The beach reconnsissance by the company commander lgainsd. 1little as
the tanks had glready landed before he had coms ashore,

The recelpt ;or orders for the operation was timely enough as there
was plenty of tims for study of the order and coordlnation between amaller
units within the BLT's from the ti.m of leaving the atsging ares witll the
arrival at the tarpel sres.

 The Japanese defended tenaciously in depth from well dug in, camouflaged,

-, concealed and mmbually supporting positions, The beach itself was defended

. more lightly than the avess several hundred yards inland,

_  Assault iroope landed at 1003 just sfter the naval barragef;g&inst the
bezcim&\ had Z.ifﬁecl* The Japanese d:ﬁ.ci nokb izave time to get out of theirpholes
ans:i racrganise m the besches ’;}&i‘am the sszault slemenis wers ashore.

The ¥-8 '&ag found to be a very ef:fective weapon for knocking cut machine

~ guns by direch {ire 4s was shown durdng the first two days on the island,
1t .

; Ite aifectiveness as an indireot fire wespon was limited.; It could do most

of the things tha.{;' tanks did and & nunber of things artillery did, so that,
its use was qaité flexible.

The RCT used & coordinsted fire plan for organ.izing night defensive Tires,
AN available waapone wera used, The advance of tho RCT units was stopped
before dark d.a;l.ly o that a move effective five plan could be mapped sut.

_'I‘he Japamae:, in thedr counterattacks fallsd to use prepavabory fires,
They did however, use deception by ruaning animels through the lines so that
the wsépons of the Americans would firve i;_fms revealing their poaition,
 The asseult BLT's by-passed s considerabls number of Japanese in & grassy
arss and é&é&*i lesrn until Jeter that there were Japs in the sren, The
3&9&3&8&, Srying to decsive, did zwf; firs on bthe leading BiTis.

The use of thin-stinned ¥-8's tc lead the medlum tanks on #Av plus
one Day shows a definite misuse of a good combab weapon.

The Jepanese that were overrun end left in the rear areas continued to
sxﬁge &t rear amé troops wnbll killed,

The mislaying of the Cannon Company awltchboard was certalnly something
to be avolded Iin the i‘u.ture. _



,';7

Tue firirg iﬁte friendly troops was & definlte morele hazard to all
soncerned and was due bo carslessness,

Tha enemy was most difficult to locate because of excellent camouflage
and concetlment afforded from posibtions dug’ in long before the landing,

The Japanese apparently knew that the Amerlcans were coming for they
had orders %o annihilate the enemy at the beaches, and had moved & battalion
on to the beach defense area near Dulsg jush before the target dates

fhe ues of the (annon Gompany headgwarters pepsponnel to form part of
ths perimster deieriaég for the RBIT command post was scund. The RET Lrom prew
 yious expsrisnce ieamad that &1 yesr area i'ns.ta:%.latims had to have all
avound protection ‘espocially ab nights

 The cannone should have beeh moved into the front llnes of BLT Re-2
on 24 Qctober, be & direct fire and the medium tanks should have been right
along with them., Improper recomnalsgsanca on the part of cannon and zm
company perdonnel was evident on that day, The cannon were gainfully em-
;';loy\ad in indlirect five but would have been meve effective performing direct
fipe at the fortifications of the enamy, '

Tiie maps were very poor, How could ths U. 5, have bben In the Philipﬁinaa

a0 long snd still have maps so insccurate?

.
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| 1, That the M-8 Wew a better weapon fr firing dizect fire then for
fiving indirect fire,

2. That the H»ﬁ ma ?&ry flm&a %apm as ii:x ccm}.d be used 8¢ & a
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tank or as an artj;ls_:gw;gﬁﬁ fiving eibher direct or indirest fire, It was

~ also a very moblle weapone .
Cyhore

3« That troope :l.n areaa behind t.hs frmt lina compmiea w&&d not expeci;

YT L

thelr areas to be i‘rea i‘rmn miper i’irexrby the fanatical enem;r.

i.;. That v'ery closa atbembion mist be pald to amall details such aa
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tfze safet,y fac%;w :in artﬁ,lzary firing and in proper care af eqvu.:].pm.mt.1 : :,.:\ i
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5., That maps mst not be d&pem’aad upon. toc claaely,

RN % o e

6, That 33.3, areas ghould he inveatigated bafom i‘eﬁa}; a9 bywp&&mm
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‘?« That a soordinated fire planm very impori;ani; .i,n ;zraperly orgaa-
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i.zing, t;im ni.ght dafam.

8; Thab to pz’operly Qperate__a cmr&m company with best ei‘i‘ieim:,r,
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rwmmissance zzmsb be acm&ta and cm‘;iwouag,,
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9. ‘Z‘hat i’air mszzlt:s cw%d be expected from the SOR 300 rn.die. e

T

3.0, The use of tim fire m§ excellmt foz’ rixlﬁi:’s,x;g 871 AYes af azzipem
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apez*aﬁing in wasmzt pa}.ma.
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